F. M., A BOY, aged 11. Sixteen weeks ago he was standing near a brick wall with his right side towards it. His brother, who was cleaning a toy gun, which contained an " Eley 14 " cartridge, fired it off by accident against the wall close to where the patient stood. Several of the pellets ricochetted off the wall and lodged in the patient's neck. He expectorated some blood immediately, and became hoarse soon after the accident, and his voice has remained altered since then. He came into the Evelina Hospital a few days ago under the care of my colleague, Mr. Clogg, who has kindly transferred him to me. An X-ray examination shows four pellets on the right side and one on the left. The latter is opposite the transverse process of the seventh cervical vertebra, and to reach this position it must have traversed the larynx from the right side, and in doing so has damaged the vocal cords. A laryngeal examination shows the anterior third of both cords united by a web or band of connective tissue. The movements of the cords behind the adhesion, and of the arythenoids, are quite good.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. BARWELL said that some years ago he had a similar case in a man as a result of a gunshot injury in the Zulu War. He had almost the same kind of adhesion between the vocal cords. As the aperture was ample for breathing, nothing was done. That was the case here also, so he would not advise treatment from that point of view, and he did not tlhink that there was any certainty of improving the voice by operation at the present time.
Mr. WAGGETT thought it undesirable that the boy should be allowed to grow up with such a voice. A plastic operation, after laryngo-fissure, entailed no danger, and even if unsuccessful could not leave the voice worse than it already was. Dr. FITZGERALD Dr. DONELAN added that since he examined the case a fortnight ago and hooked a bent probe around the uvula it had become detached. It had also shrunk to a third of its former length.
